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and, when France is satisfied, Europe is tranquil.' ' Woe to him who would 
be the first to give the signal for a collision, of which the consequences are 
incalculable ! I feel this, and yet like the emperor, I have many conquests 
to make. I wish to conquer to concilation, opposed parties. ... to con- 
quer to religion, morality and the public welfare, that portion of the popula- 
tion which hardly knows the precepts of Christ We have immersense un- 
cultivated lands to break up, roads to open, ports to make, rivers, to render 
navigable, canals to finish, and our railways to complete.' 

' We have to bring all our great western ports nearer to America by the 
rapidity of communication which is still wanting. We have, in short, 
everywhere ruins to repair, idols to overthrow, and truths to give victory to. 
Such are the conquests which I meditate, and you all who surround me, 
and who desire with me the good of the country, are my soldiers.' Who can 
deny the wisdom of these views ? Why should they not be sincere ? " 



STATE LEGISLATURES ON PEACE. 

ACTION OF THE VERMONT LEGISLATURE ON STIPULATED ARBITRATION. 

We reported, in the October Advocate, a resolution of our Committee, 
" inviting the friends of Peace in different States of our Union to petition 
their respective Legislatures, at their next session, in behalf of peaceful sub- 
stitutes for War, and endeavor to procure from them some action in favor of this 
important object." The Legislature of Vermont was the first that met ; and 
this subject was brought before them by the following petition on behalf of 
our Society, and by others of like import from citizens of that State : 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of Vermont, now in session: — 

The undersigned, in behalf of the American Peace Society as the common 
organ and representative of the friends of Peace throughout the United 
States, and having a portion of its members and officers in Vermont, asks 
leave to invite the favorable attention of your Honorable Bodies to the feasi- 
bility and importance of gradually superseding the custom of war, as the 
arbiter of disputes between nations, by the adoption of peaceful substitutes 
that shall accomplish the great ends of international justice and security more 
effectually than they can be by the sword. 

For a fuller expression of our views and wishes on this subject, we would 
refer to a document on Stipulated Arbitration as a Substitute 
for War, already presented for this purpose to members of both branches 
of the Legislature. 

The Society, believing that a correct public opinion on this subject, duly 
expressed, must in time prompt nations, like individuals, to adopt measures 
for an amicable adjustment of their difficulties without a resort to the'sword, 
and wishing, as we think it possible, to hasten so desirable a result by the 
influence of our State Legislatures, very respectfully solicits from your Hon- 
orable Bodies such action as you may deem best in favor of having our Na- 
tional Government, " wherever practicable, secure in its treaties with other 
nations, a provision for referring to the decision of umpires all misunderstand- 
ings that cannot be satisfactorily adjusted by amicable negotiation." 
In behalf of the American Peace Society, 

Geo. C. Beckwith, Secretary. 

Montpelier, October, 19, 1852. 
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The above petition, and others for the same object from citizens of Ver- 
mont, were referred to a select committtee consisting of Mr. Grandey of 
Vergennes, Mr. Chamberlain of Plainfield, and Mr. Browning of Rich- 
mond, from the House of Representatives, and of Messrs. Baldwin and Sey- 
mour from the Senate. We copy the very satisfactory report of this able 
committee from the Vergennes Vermonter, which states that " the resolution 
which they recommended, was unanimously adopted. 

" The select committee to whom were referred sundry memorials from 
citizens of this State, and also from the American Peace Society, on the 
subject of Stipulated Arbitration as a substitute for War, submit the 
following 

REPORT. 

The evils of War are so well known, and so generally and justly deplored, 
that every friend of his country or his race, must regard with favor, any 
proposals or efforts which way tend to supersede its necessity, and thus pre- 
vent its recurrence. Such is obviously the aim of three Petitioners ; and 
for this purpose they propose a measure which seems entirely free from ob- 
jection. Their plan contemplates no sudden or violent change of inter- 
national policy, but asks merely to have controversies between nations settled 
in essentially the same way that disputes now are between individuals and 
minor communities. It is not a new principle, but the extension and appli- 
cation of one as old as government itself, or civilized society, to the inter- 
course of nations. Society has provided for a peaceful and equitable deter- 
mination of controversies, not only between individuals, but between such 
communities as towns, counties, and even states ; and these Petitioners re- 
quest that measures be taken to extend these principles and methods of peace- 
ful justice so far as to provide, in advance, for the adjustment of all future 
misunderstandings without a resort to arms. All the legitimate objects of 
war they propose to accomplish by other and better means. They would 
not leave nations, more than individuals, without security for their rights and 
interests, but would provide rational, peaceful expedients for insuring both. 
According to Vattell, war alone settles no dispute, but merely makes the 
parties willing, after a sufficient experience of its evils, to employ for this 

Eurpose the very methods which these Petititioners wish nations to employ 
efore fighting, and thus obviate the necessity of fighting at all. For this 
end, they propose " Stipulated Arbitration," or an article in our 
treaties, (if a specific treaty be not entered into for that purpose,) binding 
the parties to settle whatever disputes may arise between them, not by the 
sword, but by umpires mutually chosen. 

Now, a substitute for war, so simple, so feasible, and so likely to prove 
effective to a greater or less extent, seems to your Committee worthy of a 
fair and full experiment. It is in accordance not only with the obvious dic- 
tates of common sense and sound policy, but with the established principles 
of international law. It has often been adopted, in substance, by our own 
Government from its origin, but more especially within the last third of a 
century. It has also gradually been working itself, during the same period, 
into the practice of nearly all civilized nations; and thus the way is, in some 
measure, prepared for its formal adoption, as a part of their common and set- 
tled policy. Some nation, however, must take the lead m introducing it ; 
and, since it is so peculiarly accordant with the genius of our own government 
and with the general course of its policy from the first, so congenial with thfl 
habits of our people, and so likely to subserve their highest permanent wel- 
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fare, more especialy the fast accumulating interests of peaceful industry, en- 
terprise and skill , we think we shall only give utterance to the very general, 
if not universal sentiment of the people of Vermont, by recommending, 
as we do, the adoption of the following resolution, viz : 

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives, That our Senators 
in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to use 
their influence in such ways as they may deem most effectual, to secure, 
wherever practicable, a provision, in the treaties of our Government with 
other nations, for referring to the decision of umpires all misunderstandings 
that cannot be satisfactorily adjusted by amicable negotiation. 

G. W. GRANDEY, 
For the Committee. 

Here is the substance of all that was asked ; and the friends of Peace are 
under obligations to the Legislature of Vermont for so prompt and satisfac- 
tory a response to their request. The example is worthy of imitation 
throughout the country ; and we hope our friends in every State will in 
like manner bring tie subject before their legislature, and secure, if possi- 
ble, someaction equally favorable. Let this be done ; andits salutary, if not de- 
cisive effect will be seen in due time upon our national rulers, who can hardly 
fail to perceive in it a clear, unequivocal expression of the popular will in 
favor of so simple, yet so effective a substitute for war as stipulated arbitra- 
tion. Such actions could doubtless be obtained from every legislature in the 
free, if not in the slave States, but not without time-wise and vigorous efforts 
from the friends of Peace. We therefore beg their early attention to this mat- 
ter, and earnestly hope they will in season take the steps necessary for a result 
so desirable. Is it not more than time for something to be done for this cause, 
and done in down-right earnest ? 

If you are really desirous of working a little for this object, and wish to learn 
how it is to be done, we subjoin a form of petition to your legislature, of 
which you should write off two copies, get each signed by every petitioner, 
and, when full, send one to a member of the Senate, and the other to a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, with a note to each soliciting his early and 
favorable attention to the subject. Let this be done very early in the session. 
To the Legislature of 

The undersigned, legal voters in deploring the vast and manifold 

evils of war, and believing it possible to supersede its necessity, as an Arbiter 
of Justice among Nations, by the adoption of peaceful substitutes, respectully 
petition your Honorable Body to take such action as you may deem best 
fitted " to secure, in the treaties of our Government with other nations, a 
provision for referring to the decision of umpires all future misunderstandings 
that cannot be satisfactorily adjusted by amicable negotiation." 



